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Interpretation is crucial. Indeed, it is the very concept that may 
protect the humanities from the loss of their specific character. 
It may also stop the tendency to take the practices and methods 
of natural sciences as models, for example by focusing on quan-
titative aspects (when sociology or philosophy use criteria from 
the neurosciences) or by employing cognitivism instead of an 
historical approach. The concept of interpretation allows us to 
reflect on the historical and social aspects of any research. This 
can only be understood if we take into account the problem of 
the sense and meaning of individual and social conduct, by an-
alysing the intentions of historical agents. Human facts do not 
speak for themselves. They need to be interpreted, understood, 
and analysed with instruments that are aware of the profound 
complexity of human events (both individual and social). From 
the ancient Mediterranean world through medieval Europe 
to contemporary India case studies focus on original develop-
ments, new techniques and new fields of, but also important 
reflections on, the interpretation of texts, rituals and major 
cultural “facts”.
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