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“This Handbook of the History of the Philosophy of 
Law is the product of the global republic of letters 
and more specifically, the International Association 
for the Philosophy of Law and Social Philosophy. The 
Internationale Vereinigung für Rechts und 
Sozialphilosophie (IVR) has promoted solidarity and 
the exchange of ideas among the world’s 
philosophers since 1909.
This Handbook reflects the efforts of philosophers in 
every school of legal and social thought and every 
corner of the world. More specifically, it reflects the 
leadership of Professor Gianfrancesco Zanetti and 
his colleagues at the University of Modena and 
Reggio Emilia: Professor Thomas Casadei and 
Professor Gianluigi Fioriglio, who both generously 
supported this project, and the rest of the Modena 
team—Michele Ferrazzano, John Patrick Leech (who 
helped to polish the English translation of some 
entries), Rosaria Pirosa, Serena Vantin, and 
Gianmaria Zamagni.
Professor Zanetti is the Section Editor for Legal 
History in the Encyclopedia of the Philosophy of Law 
and Social Philosophy, published under the auspices 
of the IVR and the General Editorship of Professor 
Stephan Kirste and Professor Mortimer Sellers […]. 
The Handbook of the History of the Philosophy of 
Law arises from decades of shared effort that 
created the Encyclopedia.”

M. Sellers - S. Kirste, Preface to Handbook of the 

History of the Philosophy of Law and Social 

Philosophy


